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SUBJECT: AMERICAN FLAG AS DESIGN FOR DOORMAT 
REFERENCE: VIENNA A-545, DEC. 6, 1974 

1. AUSTRIA IS PARTY TO THE 1967 STOCKHOLM REVISION OF 
THE PARIS CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIAL 
PROPERTY (PARIS CONVENTION). 

2. ARTICLE 6 TER OF THE PARIS CONVENTION APPLIES 

TO NATIONAL FLAGS AND OTHER STATE EMBLEMS. SECTION 
3(A) PROVIDES FOR NOTIFICATION OF THE WORLD INTELLEC- 
TUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO) OF THOSE STATE 
EMBLEMS, ETC., WHICH A COUNTRY WANTS PROTECTED UNDER 
THE PARIS CONVENTION. HOWEVER, SECTION 3(A) EXCLUDES 
FLAGS FROM THIS NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT BY STATING 
QUOTE NEVERTHELESS, THIS COMMUNICATION IS NOT 
OBLIGATORY SO FAR AS THE FLAGS OF STATES ARE CONCERNED 
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3. IN THE USG VIEW, THE US FLAG IS BEING USED IN 
THE INSTANCE CITED IN REFERENCED AIRGRAM AS A 
TRADEMARK, CONTRARY TO ARTICLE 6 TER OE THE PARIS 
CONVENTION FOR IT IS BEING USED PREDOMINANTLY IN 
SUCH A WAY THAT IT IS A TRADEMARK RATHER THAN 
BACKGROUND AND AS SUCH COULD FALSELY INDICATE THE 

SOURCE OF THE PRODUCT IN QUESTION OR IMPLY THAT THE 
USG HAS AUTHORIZED ITS USE. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOT REPEAT NOT AUTHORIZED SUCH USE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY VIENNA IS REQUESTED TO 
TAKE UP THIS MATTER WITH APPROPRIATE GOA AUTHORITIES, 
POINTING OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THE PARIS CONVENTION 
CITED IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE AND REQUESTING THAT 
APPROPRIATE ACTION BE TAKEN TO PREVENT THIS UNAUTHOR- 
IZED USE OE THE AMERICAN ELAG. THE EMBASSY ALSO SHOULD 
EMPHASIZE THAT IN THIS PARTICULAR INSTANCE THE FLAG 

IS BEING USED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT IT IS BEING 
DESECRATED. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO REPORT ON THE 
RESULTS OF ITS INTERVENTION. KISSINGER 
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